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The following article about Hejaz Grotto’s Dr. of Smiles, David 
Cole was featured in the State of Connecticut Department of 
Developmental Services DDS Dental News:

SPECIAL SMILES PROGRAM 
GROTTO HUMANITARIAN FOUNDATION 
A BEST KEPT SECRET

	 I recently had a pleasure of meeting Mr. David Cole, who 
is a volunteer dental coordinator for an organization called the 
Grotto Humanitarian Foundation.  This organization believes that 
children with special needs should live life as fully and indepedently 
as possible. They are passionately committed to helping alleviate 
the suffering and improving children’s quality of life by providing 
dental care for those children who otherwise might go without. 
Their mottto is, “One smile at a time.” The program is geared 
towards children who have been diagnosed with MR, Cerebral 
Palsy, Muscular Dystrophy or Organ Transhplants who are under 
the age of 18. This program is appropriately called “The Special 
Smiles Program.”

	 The Grottes of North America Humanitarian Foundation 
is an ancillary body of the Masonic Fraternity that was established 
around 1890 as a social club.  Similarly to other Masonic 
organizations such as the Shriners, it has adopted a charitable 
focus.
	 The Special Smiles Program (a 501(c) (3) nonprofit) is 
intended as a second carrier to private insurance, and acts as 
the primary carrier if insurance is not available.  This service is 
intended to help families with the expenses that are not covered 
by the insurance company, but are needed to maintain good oral 
health including hospital and anesthesia costs when needed.  One 
of such services may be restoration, crowns or general anesthesia.  
Once the child is qualified for supplemental coverage from Grotto, 
it is for the duration of their childhood.  WHAT A GIFT!

	 The Connecticut coordinator, David Cole, is very com-
mitted to this program.  He will personally drive to the family’s 
home, interview the family and help them submit the documenta-
tion to be approved by Grotto.  For additional information about 
the Grotto Humanitarian Foundation please visit their web site 
www.hfgrotto.org.

BEY BEY GROTTO
Parkersburg, West Virginia
	 Pictured below are Prophets and their display at Ben 
Bey Grotto’s successful toothbrush event held in May.


